
CUSCO WALKING TOUR
H A L F  D A Y

E x p l o r e  t h e  I m p e r i a l  C i t y  o n  f o o t



Cusco was the capital of the Inca empire and is buzzing with culture and history. When you visit, you’ll want to make 

the most of your �me here and visit the most significant sites in the city. You’ll surely be visi�ng Machu Picchu and 

many other archaeological sites and museums, but what about the modern-day culture in this city?

Our Cusco walking tour is the best way to see what the city offers behind the scenes and takes you to some of the 

busiest parts of the Inca capital. On this tour, you'll start at the vibrant tradi�onal San Pedro market. You'll then walk 

through Cusco's streets while learning about its history and culture.

Overview

Our walking tour of Cusco is perfect for those who want to get to know the city on a more personal level and see the 

locals in their daily lives. You can join us at any point on your half-day tour, whether you are alone, as a couple or in a 

larger group.  

Cusco is the oldest and most constantly inhabited city in the Americas. It is also the flourishing capital of the Inca 

Empire built deep in the mountains and considered one of the most beau�ful places in the world. 

The most impressive and historically rich Peruvian city is appreciated by locals and tourists alike for its history and 

architecture. It also boasts the breathtaking beauty of its mountain scenery and the warmth of its friendly 

inhabitants. On this tour, you will visit markets, historic sites, unique neighborhoods, and a colonial-era aqueduct.

As you walk through the streets, you will discover colonial buildings built over Inca temples and palaces, reminding us 

of the city's incredible past. The walking tour is perfect for those who wish to visit Cusco and gain a broader view of 

Peru's history and culture.

DESCRIPTION
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Cusco Walking Tour - Half Day

• Get to know the most important historical and cultural sites of the city of Cusco.

• Watch the locals going about their daily lives outside the main square. 

• Enter one of the oldest markets in the city and enjoy its colors and sounds.

• Visit a handicra� market that offers every kind of souvenir you can imagine.

• Discover parts of the city and learn things about it that you might not consider exploring on 

your own.

• Explore the Sapan�ana aqueduct, which was part of the palace of the first ruler Manco Inca.  

• Stroll down one of the streets that aims to be considered the most beau�ful in the world, 

Borreguitos Street.

Highlights

FULL ITINERARY



Market 

SAN PEDRODAY
1 F E A T U R E D  D E S T I N A T I O N  O F  T H E  D A Y



CUSCO WALKING TOUR
H A L F  D A Y  T O U R DAYCusco | Tradi�onal San Pedro Market - Cra� Market - Qoricancha - San Blas - 

Colonial Aqueduct of Sapan�ana - 7 Borreguitos Street
Highlight of the Day: Walking through Cusco and visi�ng its most significant places.

Before the tour begins, we will agree on a mee�ng point and start 

�me. Once we are all together and ready to start, it will be �me to 

set off on our exci�ng tour of Cusco. 

This historical tour will take us to the San Pedro Market, a 

tradi�onal place located at 3,400 meters above sea level. It is one 

of the oldest in the whole city and probably the most famous. It 

was designed by the French architect Gustave Eiffel and 

inaugurated in 1925. You will be impressed by how crowded it is 

as you stroll through the rows of bright fruits, colorful garments, 

handcra�ed pieces, and food stalls. Your guide will tell you about 

the history and current workings of the market. Also, you will have 

the opportunity to interact with the local merchants at their stalls, 

so be prepared to prac�ce your Spanish and Quechua skills.

The next stop is at the Mercado de Artesanía or "Handicra� 

Market" located on Avenida el Sol, the main road to Cusco's city 

center. This place is a shopper's paradise because they offer all 

kinds of items that you can purchase as souvenirs of your trip or 

as gi�s. Here, you will find beau�ful alpaca garments, pain�ngs, 

jewelry of all kinds, and tradi�onal po�ery. Remember to bring 

some cash (Peruvian soles) as they do not accept credit cards in 

this kind of places.  

Next, it will be �me to head to Qoricancha. This site means 

Temple of the Sun in Spanish, so it was and is the most important 

Inca construc�on in the city of Cusco. Inside you will find very 

well-preserved pieces of Inca architecture that are truly amazing, 

especially when you see how well the stones fit together. The 

main func�on of Qoricancha was for astronomical and religious 

reasons. When the Spaniards entered this building, the first thing 

they did was to loot all the gold and precious jewels they found. 

Then, in the religious aspect, they formed one of the main 

churches built by the first religious order that they brought. Here, 

the main church and the convent of the Dominican order is 

formed to impose the Catholic religion to the inhabitants of the 

city of Cusco. A�er having explored Qoricancha, you will visit its 

convent.  

Later, we will take a walking tour of the San Blas neighborhood. 

This is a very tradi�onal part of the city where the nobles lived 

during the Inca Empire. Nowadays, it is a very ar�s�c 

neighborhood. You can find many museums or exhibi�ons, you 

will also see people selling their handmade cra�s. If you go a li�le 

bit up from San Blas square, you will see the whole city and how it 

extends into the deep valley in the middle of the mountains. In 

this neighborhood, you will find some tradi�onal "chicherías" 

where you can taste what the locals call "Inca beer."

Next, we will visit the Sapan�ana Aqueduct, also called Huaca 

Sapan�ana, a site that could not be missed in this excursion. It is a 

hydraulic architecture of the colonial era that had the func�on of 

carrying water from one top to another. Here, you will be able to 

appreciate the water fall through the steps that descend from its 

arches while you enjoy the tranquility of the place. Finally, we will 

pass by 7 Borreguitos street, a picturesque road where you can 

take beau�ful pictures.

Once the tour is over, you will have the rest of the day to enjoy as 

you wish or to return to some of the commercial sites and buy 

souvenirs.

Incredible Walking City Tour in the Andes of Peru

DAY
1 H A L F
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INCLUSIONS
Included / Not Included  

At Salkantay Trekking, we specify the included and non-included services under all the tour 

i�neraries listed on our website. We take care of all the logis�cs, but please pay a�en�on to the 

details to avoid missing anything. Some items may be different for specific programs, so please 

read carefully before booking with us.



WHAT IS INCLUDED?
Experienced Tour Guide

English and spanish speaking, professionally educated, and official tour guide. Your guide will explain 

the culture and surroundings along the en�re route, including leading your group in ancient 

ceremonies! He or she will keep you safe, sound, and comfortable on your trek so that you can enjoy 

your �me worry-free!

Medical Kit or First AID Kit

All Salkantay Trekking guides have received specialized training in first aid. We hold mandatory 

training sessions with our guides every February. Your guide will always carry a first aid kit to face 

basic emergencies (al�tude sickness, travelers' diarrhea, cuts, scrapes, etc.) as well as oxygen. If 

necessary, we’ll evacuate you from the path as quickly as possible and ensure that you arrive at a 

clinic for treatment.

Customer Service 24/7

We have telephone service available 24 hours/day for ease of communica�on with Salkantay 

Trekking leading up to your trek.

High Quality Service & Safety
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WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED?
Qoricancha Entrance Ticket

• Adult: PEN 15.00 (US$ 5.00)

• Students and Children (11-17): PEN 8.00 (US$ 3.00)

• Children (under 10): Free

Travel Insurance

Tips for our staff

Tipping is the norm on any excursion in Peru. Although we pay good salaries to our en�re team, 

something extra is always welcome.

Addi�onal costs or delays beyond our control

Landslides, bad weather condi�ons, i�nerary modifica�ons due to a safety concern, illness, 

pandemia, government policy changes, poli�cal instability, strikes, act of God, etc.
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BEFORE YOU GO
Is it for me?

We want to make your trip to Peru as memorable and as carefree as possible. In this sec�on, 

you’ll find the answers to all the ques�ons you have about traveling with Salkantay Trekking in 

one place. Please read the following informa�on carefully – it will help you with any ques�ons 

about our services.



Of course! During the trip, your main luggage can be stored at our office (you can organize it with us 

on the briefing day or by email) or at your hotel, both free of charge.

Any equipment that you won’t need on the trek can be stored safely in your hotel. Nearly every hotel 

will provide this service. Don’t leave items of value with your bags; put them in the hotel safe and 

obtain an itemized receipt (in the unlikely case of the�, many insurance companies require that you 

have a copy of the receipt itemizing everything). It’s best to put items such as credit cards inside a 

sealed, signed envelope for extra peace of mind.

BEFORE YOU GO
Can I store my luggage at your office?

Group tours

Group tours are made up of different types of people, then physical condi�ons and ages can vary. By 

agreeing to be part of a group tour, you also accept that some people may be faster or slower than 

you. Therefore, each person can go at their own pace on the route. 

It may be the case that a group wishes to modify the tour; however, the guide will be the one who 

decides, a�er consul�ng with all the par�cipants, if such modifica�ons are possible.

Strikes and demonstra�ons

Strikes and demonstra�ons are usually common in Peru, and this may interrupt some of our tours. 

Roads can be blocked, and train tracks can be taken over. However, we will try to keep your trip as 

originally planned, even if it means leaving the night before the scheduled date. Under these 

circumstances, tours may also be canceled. In case of changes or cancella�ons, everything will be 

coordinated with you by our opera�ons department. Your safety is our highest priority, and our 

decisions will be made to protect it.

Do you have another ques�on that we haven’t answered here? Get in touch, and we’ll get back to 

you ASAP!

Lost Objects

Please pay a�en�on to where you leave your things and remember to take everything once you 

leave every place we'll visit. You’re the only one responsible for your objects during the tour.
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W W W . S A L K A N T A Y T R E K K I N G . C O M

24 HRS. EMERGENCY CALL:

+51 958191179

[Opening hours – 9 am to 8 pm]  

Phone: +51 958191179

Email: sales@salkantaytrekking.com

Skype: salkantay.trekking

Mailing Address:

Triunfo Street 346 - Main Square of Cusco 
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