TOUR GUIDE

Full day tour
City tour Cusco

City tour Cusco Full day tour
DESCRIPTION

OVERVIEWS

Be inspired as you walk through the ancestral streets
and plazas of Cusco! You can walk through each era of
history in this regal city; it is the oldest continuously
inhabited city in the Americas! We can trace time from
Native Americans to Incans to Spaniards and now to
modern-day citizens of Cusco. Besides its historical
importance, Cusco is an absolutely breath-taking city
with a living culture and a cuisine highly-acclaimed on
the world stage!

Duration: 5 Hours

For your ﬁrst day in this majestic city, we recommend
visiting all nearby archaeological sites and admiring the
surrounding landscape. As a city, Cusco maintains its
customs and traditions along with the mysteries and tales
about a legendary past.

Departure: Cusco (01:30 pm)
Return: Cusco (06:30 pm)
Destination: Archaeological sites of Cusco
Language: English / Spanish
Amount of Walking: Easy

FULL DAY TOUR

DESCRIPTION: PLACES WE VISIT ON THE TOUR
Welcome to the imperial, Andean city of Cusco, the cultural
capital of Peru! This leisurely half-day tour of this amazing
place will help you acclimatize to the high altitude (3399
MASL – 11151 FASL). Cusco has a long history and is the
oldest continuously inhabited city in all the Americas! Since
about 1000 B.C. people have lived in Cusco and regarded
it as a center of the surrounding culture (then called
Qosqo). It has been an important part of every civilization
that has lived in the area throughout history, starting with
the native people of Peru long before the famous Incan
people. On arrival of the Incan Empire to Peru and beyond,
Cusco (then called Cuzco) became of the naval of their farreaching and powerful empire! Of course the Incans were
then conquered by Spaniards who also used Cusco as a
colonial, regal capital for the area.
Cusco holds a great cultural richness. This tour is
recommended for those who would like to know more
about our culture, as you will get to see the Main Plaza, the
Historic Center, Main Cathedral, Qoricancha (Temple of
the Sun) & Santo Domingo Convent, and the
archaeological sites of Sacsayhuaman, Tambomachay,
Q’enqo, and Puca Pucara. Our staﬀ will come to your hotel
to pick you up at approximately 13:45 hrs to take the tourist
bus that will take us to the various archaeological sites and
attractions included in this tour package. These tourist
attractions include:

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Ÿ

Cusco, Peru’s cultural capital, oﬀers its visitors a rich
historical legacy.

Ÿ

Cusco holds various titles, including UNESCO World
Heritage Site, Archaeological Capital of America,
Historical Capital of Peru, and Navel of the World.

Ÿ

The Inti Raymi or ‘’Sun Festival’’ is celebrated in
Cusco.

Ÿ

During the Viceroyalty in Cusco, houses and colonial
churches and convents with magniﬁcent art pieces
were built on top of Incan walls and foundations.

Visit

CITY TOUR CUSCO
Ÿ

Ÿ

Ÿ

Cusco´s Cathedral: Located in Cusco´s Main Square,
the cathedral is a colonial monument of great artistic
value. It was built on top of the Wiracocha Inca Palace
and houses works of carved wood such as the choir,
pulpit and altars, beautiful paintings from the
Cusquenian School of Art (including a Last Supper
painting in which Christ and His disciples eat cuy –
guinea pig!) and works of embossed silver. This
cathedral ﬂanks the grandiose Plaza de Armas – the
historical and cultural heart of Cusco.
Koricancha Temple and Santo Domingo Convent:
This religious center was built to worship the Sun, the
most revered deity during the Inca Empire. Inside the
temple, you will ﬁnd smaller temples dedicated to the
sun, moon, stars, etc. Outside are beautiful, regal
gardens and fountains on the grounds of the
monumental temple. Here, the combination of the
extraordinary Inca architecture and the Spanish
colonial architecture is what stands out the most. In
addition, the Cusquenian School of Art´s gallery oﬀers
you the opportunity to appreciate some of their colonial
art pieces.
Saqsayhuaman: Located 2 km from Cusco City, this
fortress was built using enormous carved rocks joined
with compelling precision. It is composed of three
overlapping platforms with an average length of 360
meters. In its construction, you can see stones as big as
9 meters in height! From here, you can enjoy a
spectacular view of Cusco city along with the beautiful
landscape formed by the surrounding mountains.

Ÿ

Q`enqo: Located 1 km from Sacsayhuaman, this
complex was an Inca ceremonial cult center. The
most prominent feature of this complex is an open
space called the amphitheater. Back in its day, you
would have found Inca mummies in the 19
trapezoidal niches found here. Today, the
amphitheater is half of its original height.

Ÿ

Puca Pucara: This complex is known as the ´´ red
fortress´´ due to its reddish tints resulting from the
vast amounts of iron in its rocks. It is thought that
this fortress was perhaps an old tambo (dairy
farm?) that served both as a resting and guarding
spot to protect Tambomachay. Here you can see
attractive architecture, fountains, aqueducts, and
several Incan enclosures.

Ÿ

Tambomachay: This complex is made up of a
combination of ﬁnely carved stones, waterfalls, and
aqueducts to carry water coming from nearby
springs and hot springs. For this reason,
Tambomachay is associated with the water cult. In
front of this construction, there is a tower that is said
to have served as a guarding post and
communication tower.

OVERVIEWS

After ﬁnishing the guided tour, we will visit a
traditional market where you can see beautiful
works of art from Cusco and buy products made
in this region. The tour ﬁnishes at approximately
18:30 PM when we arrive back in Cusco city.

ITINERARY
You will be picked up from your hotel in Cusco at 13:30 PM to begin your City Tour. First, we will visit the main Cathedral in the
Plaza de Armas where you will have the opportunity to see a wide range of paintings from Cusco’s School of Art, old writings,
and works in gold leaf and embossed silver. Once ﬁnished, you will continue on to Koricancha or the ‘’Temple of the Sun’’ to
appreciate its architecture and perfect stone constructions only seen in Inca temples of high importance. Continuing on, we will
head outside the city to visit the archaeological circuit of 4 sites: Sacsayhuaman, Q’enqo, Puca Pucara, and Tambomachay. At
Sacsayhuaman, you will see its famous stones all carefully carved and enormous in size. At Q’enqo, you will learn some more
about this archaeological site’s religious importance in the Inca times. At Puca Pucara, you will see an ancient military
construction, part of Cusco’s ancient defense system. Lastly, at Tambomachay, you will see a temple dedicated to the Water
Cult with fountains that still work in today.
Your return to Cusco will be at approximately 18:30 PM.

INCLUDED
Ÿ

All Transport

Ÿ

Professional, experienced guide (English/ Spanish)

Ÿ

Personalized service

RECOMMENDATIONS
Ÿ

Bring sun hats, sun glasses and sun block in case of
sunny conditions

Ÿ

Bring a waterproof jacket or rain poncho during rainy
season

Ÿ

Bring snacks and water

Ÿ

Bring extra cash

Ÿ

Bring a camera

NOT INCLUDED
Ÿ

Boleto Turistico (Tourist Ticket) for entrance to
archeological sites

Ÿ

Snacks

Ÿ

Entrance to Cusco’s Cathedral

Ÿ

Entrance to Koricancha
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WE BELIEVE!
RESPONSIBLE TOURISM
IS A BETTER WAY TO SEE THE

WORLD

